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MS. Marlene H. Dwtch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 Re. 

I A P R  I I FCC-MAILROOM I 

MB Docket No. 07-57 

Dear Ma. Dortch, 

On behalf of The Latino Coalition, a national iasue-advocacy organization based in Washington, D.C., I urge you to 
approve the XM Satellite Radio merger with Sirius - an acquisition which is critical to the health of the satellite radio 
industry and to the larger cause of strong, facilities-based competition in the communications’ marketplace. 

Today satellite radio faces increasing competition from downloadable music, Internet-based radio, traditional broadcast 
radio and an increasingly converged and globalized communications industry. Clearly, this 6iendly acquisition ia being 
motivated by hancial concern that result h m  thin competition and it will help the newly formed company better 
compete in this international marketplace. In addition, this merger will provide more diverse p r o g r h g  and bring 
lower prices to the growing and highly diverse Hispanic audience. 

For far too long the Latino market has fallen victim to traditional radio companies that target wry narrow and highly 
profitable audiences. Under this framework, Hispanics lose out on news, sports, music and diverse cultural programming 
that is widely available on alternative sources such as satellite, HD and internet radio. The satellite radio indusby, by 
contrast, has been a launching pad for Hiepanic programmers and an increasinghi popular service for vast numbers 
of Latino consumera and other listeners who enjoy the richness of Hispanic culture, arte and news. 

In our judpent ,  the acquisition will strengthen an industry that has been reporting losses in recent months. It appears 
clear that consumers will benefit as the combined programming will provide a greater number of channeh for far less than 
such would cost consumera today in their totality. For programmers, the elimination of duplicate programming and 
expanded channel capacity will provide new oppormnifies for Hispanics and other entrepreneurial programmers as well. 

As a strong advocate for the diverse needs of the Latino community, we are always supportive of measures that will bring 
variety and expanded options to our community. In our judgment, the XM-Sirius merger will accomplish just that by 
blinging more programming oppormnities for Hispanic Americana and millions of other listeners. With expanded choices 
and better prices, satellite radio will be an wen more attractive option for consumers and this u l h t e l y  beneiita our 
growing community in cvety part and section of the country. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

Respec!hGy, 
..- 

Robert G. de Posada 
President 

Cc: Chairman K e h  J. Martin 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
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"Ms .  Marlene Dotzch, Seorchry 
Fedcra! Comnu!iications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street. SW 
Washingor! UC 23554 

Kc: MB Docket KO; 07-57 

Dear MS. DORCh, 

3ECEIVED & INSPECTE 

APR 1 8 2007 

FCC - MAILROOM 

,'!'he Ltsguc of Rucal. \iotcrs urges thc Coijlniksion to apgrave tile proposed rrieiye; bd%$cri X M  
Radio and Sirius. 'ilit: combined, entity wlli,o:Kcr listenorh ~icie.pwob.ratnm.ingo~liosrs ai iower 
prices than thuse c u r r c d y  aveiiublb h m  the Iwo companiss separateiy.. 

!:unsolii!arion of t l ic~mrwtrial radio industry ovcr the last decade hasiefi much ui"Ii~?ai All~oica. 
bciiind in iOcCiit, years; 0s looaliy-owned stationParit replaced wilt1 t h~meg~CorpOr~!G  
conglomerates wiiich pro4uce hooiogeJ%2cd contcqt and so-called. loc.ni new5 nnd.bearircr 
delivered from office6 hundredr of.miles away. The.or&ergcncc of satdlite radio has offered 
listene.is'iii rival a m n s  B robus! &lterilative with hundredds ofspecialized chanr.els.thet cbtw to thk 

prugi:ain ming needs of.ru:cl A'mcrica 

i l  Is i n  the besi htarC%L (if rurd lislenerrj ihnt fatellite rediocuiitiiiuc's robc d viable option. We 
iwtc that news r.cports indi,cate fir1a1ci.I nnrdsi>ips.for,both Sirius md.Xlvl i f  ihcy atrcnpt 10 
survive as seporate ewiticq. We believe this ded will ~ I O W  the conipanies tn offer s.ctviCwnore. 
cffiiiently, ct!!ting costs while ci-eatingadditional cbnnci  spats for cvcn more programniirk- 
inciudirig cl la i incl~  acdifared lo public safcty nnd'.homeland rectirity. And m0sL imporCztit, X M  
ai)2 Sirius wr!tcL?d> i,fnilow$d Lo merge> ttinirliey ryiil offer inor2 channels for a lower price than 
rile ciirrcht coat of kdll servtws eombincd 

Given the persistent digital divide that plaguer e):ucb of riifai Amorice; many of:dlelaresi 
aiteri)atlvcS io r6:rrastiM radio hnve yet lo reach the heartland. Thcrefore fhc:sutv'ivai of satell'i'c 
radio us rreornpcutive alternative is critical. We hope you wili look.fuvurably on tile XMiSirius 
merger. 
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